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Welcome

This prospectus is designed to give you an insight into the time that your child will spend in the Foundation Unit (Nursery and Reception Classes) at Mickleton Primary School and Nursery.

At Mickleton we strongly believe that children in the Foundation Stage learn best through first hand experience and structured play activities.  To your child, play is their ’work’ and we value it as such.

Our aim is to provide a happy and welcoming atmosphere in a secure and stimulating environment. With these principles in mind your child can develop in confidence, make personal, social and academic progress, working towards becoming an independent learner.

We hope that you find this prospectus helpful.  If you have any comments or queries, please feel free to discuss them with your child’s class teacher.
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Our Facilities

Our new school was completed in September 2006 with our purpose built nursery opening in September 2007.  Both the large, airy Reception Classroom (Foundation 2) and Nursery Room(Foundation 1) lead onto an integrated outdoor classroom area.  All three areas are interlinked to provide a large free flowing space for activities.  In addition, the children have their own washroom facilities and cloakroom areas.  We also have our own kitchen area and the children make use of the other areas of the school including outdoor playgrounds, school hall with outstanding gym equipment, ICT Suite, Library and opportunities to work with children throughout the school enhancing our ‘family’ ethos.

The classrooms and corridors are bright and cheerful displaying recent topic work as well as on-going learning opportunities such as number and letter recognition work.  The Foundation unit classrooms are divided into specific areas of learning which reflect the curriculum:

· Creative Area – space for painting and craft activities as well as junk modelling and play dough.  

· Knowledge & Understanding Area – Opportunities to explore all manner of topic activities ranging from trays of jelly and soap suds to examining seeds through magnifying glasses and watching caterpillars hatch into butterflies all enhanced with relevant books and posters. We also look at different cultures and countries on a weekly basis developing more global awareness.
· Graphics Area – On-going opportunities to independently explore mark making, drawing, creative cutting and sticking.  Plus formal writing and reading activities with adult support.

· Role-Play Area – We have the benefit of 3 areas within the unit which will reflect our themes throughout the school year. Watch them transform from Chinese Restaurant to Diwali Temple, Post Office to Doctor’s Surgery.  Role play areas are also created within our Outdoor Classroom giving opportunities to more messy and robust imaginative play such as a Garden Centre and Pirate Ship.

· Reading Corner – Where children can share a range of stories and information books and enjoy using the headphones to listen to stories on our ‘listening centre’.

· Carpet Area – Not only used for construction and small world play but also for whole class activities such as singing, story-time, use of the interactive wipe board (F2) and of course registration.
· ICT (Information Communication Technology) Area – computers in both the Foundation 1 & 2 classrooms which children have free access to. Here they explore a range of curriculum based games helping to promote keyboard and mouse skills.  There are also opportunities to make use of the school ICT suite with its 15 computers and the laptops can also be bought into the classrooms.
· PSRN (problem solving, reasoning & numeracy) Area – opportunities to play number games and explore mathematical equipment.  Many of these are integral in other subject areas and part of everyday life activities.

· Outdoor Classroom – here children can enjoy the physical freedom of a large, secure outdoor area where they can indulge in imaginative role play, use a variety of wheeled toys and large construction sets as well as play with sand and water.

We aim for our outdoor activities to reflect all areas of the curriculum mirroring our indoor classrooms.  The children are able to make choices for independent play either inside or out and move freely between the areas.  It is in use at all times of the year and children can work in our covered area even in the rain.  By wrapping up warm in coats and hats even the winter is no barrier for this area, should children wish to go out.


Gardening is also a popular activity and we hope to continue growing our own vegetables and flowers throughout the school year.  At present our Outdoor classroom is split into 2 areas both of which are differentiated from the rest of the school by a variety of secure fencing.  

[image: image4.jpg]


Our Outdoor classroom is our main area for future development.  We are continually finding new resources to enhance the environment and hope to develop tactile and sensory areas as time goes on.  We are also developing strong links with the National Trust at Hidcote Gardens within the local area thus taking our Outdoor Classroom further a field.  All very exciting and we always welcome any adult support that can be offered in helping us to develop this important area for learning.
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What Do We Mean by ‘Foundation Stage’?

In October 1999 the QCA (Qualifications and Curriculum Authority) published a booklet introducing the ‘Early Learning Goals’.  These are achievement targets for five-year-olds to aim for by the end of their Reception year.   This was followed in September 2000 by the introduction of the ‘Foundation Stage’ as a curriculum stage in its own right.  And finally, September 2008 will see the statutory introduction of the new Early Years Foundation Curriculum (EYFS).  This guidance is aimed at all settings educating children from birth to 5 years and is now seen as a separate phase from Key Stage 1.  It is the pre-curser to the National Curriculum but includes elements of the literacy and numeracy frameworks.  It ensures that children move through clearly defined ‘ages and Stages’ towards ‘Early Learning Goals’ (ELGs) and successfully move onto Key Stage 1 having established firm foundations on which to build their school careers.

Both the ‘Ages and Stages’ and ELGs are broken down into smaller sets of assessment scales which focus upon the knowledge, skills, understanding and attitudes that children will develop during their time in the Foundation stage.  These assessment scales allow us to monitor your child’s progress and report back to you all relevant information.

The EYFS is based upon four Themes:
1. A Unique Child

2. Positive Relationships

3. Enabling Environments

4. Learning & Development

Each Theme is linked to an important Principle:

1. A Unique Child

· Every child is a competent learner from birth who can be resilient, capable, confident and self-assured.

2. Positive Relationships

· Children learn to be strong and independent from a base of loving and secure relationships with parents and / or a key person.

3. Enabling Environments

· The environment plays a key role in supporting and extending children’s development and learning.

4. Learning & Development

· Children develop and learn in different ways and at different rates and all areas of learning and development are equally important and inter-connected.  There are six areas of learning and development which are known as the Early Learning Goals (ELGs).

There are six areas of learning in the Foundation Stage.
1. Personal, Social & Emotional Development

2. Communication, Language & Literacy

3. Problem Solving, Reasoning & Numeracy
4. Knowledge & Understanding of the World

5. Physical Development

6. Creative Development

These areas of learning and development cannot be delivered in isolation from the others.  They are all equally important and delivered through planned, purposeful play opportunities with a careful balance between adult-led and child initiated activity.

We access these areas through half-termly topics on a two year cycle which are currently:
1. 2.

Myself





Festivals

Colour & Light



Shops

Let’s Find Out



Opposites

Living & Growing


Food Glorious Food

Animal Life



Homes & Habitats

Exploring our 



The Traditional &

Environment



the Fantastic

You will receive a curriculum overview each half term showing the terms activities so that you will be able to support at home and encourage your child to bring in relevant items linked to the topic.  The weekly learning focus is also detailed on the Parent’s Notice board in the Nursery Corridor.  Within this topic framework we provide a combination of adult led focused activities and child initiated self-chosen activities all based upon the six areas of learning.  Children at this stage do not make a distinction between ‘work’ and ‘play’.  For example they may fish for numerals or magnetic letters in the water tray or make shape cookies.  Most activities are hands on and practical although, for those who are ready there are plenty of opportunities to record their work in a variety of ways.
There are whole class PE lessons three times a week including yoga and dance as well as gym and games skills.  The children will also enjoy whole class music sessions with our music specialist and will also take part in the Christmas Nativity, whole school carol service and in the Summer term will perform an assembly to which you will be invited.

Trips and Visitors – Throughout the year we make external visits to various locations to enhance the children’s learning experience.  We also welcome a number of visitors all of whom greatly enhance our topic work.  Previous visitors have included:
Firefighters, Police, Dentists, Nurses, Prison Dog Handlers and 2 week old lambs to name but a few!  We always welcome anyone with particular interests, experiences and skills – please just let us know if you would like to help.
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The Principles of the Foundation Stage
· Much emphasis is given to the Personal, Social and Emotional Development particularly during the first term.  Children need to feel happy, safe, secure and valued to ensure progress in all areas of learning.  Priority is given to forming good relationships with peers and adults, discovering their new setting and settling into routines.

· Activities are based upon what children already know.  Building upon these foundations established through careful early and continual assessment ensures success.

· Once children have developed a strong self-confidence their learning rapidly progresses and they will be stretched and challenged appropriately.

· Activities are practical, hands on and most importantly fun.

· There will be a variety of structured play activities to choose from as well as focussed ‘work’ led by adults.

· Children are encouraged to make their own choices and decisions and to initiate their own activities, developing into creative, independent learners.
· They are given time to become engrossed in activities they are particularly interested in and opportunities to move on when ready.

· As their concentration span develops they will be encouraged to spend more time at a single, focused activity.
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Praise, Behaviour and Discipline

Children are regularly rewarded for good progress and behaviour in a variety of ways: stickers, ink stamps on work, name on the happy chart, regular verbal praise and our ‘Well Done’ and ‘Special Effort’ certificates.  

Children are regularly reminded of the standards of behaviour that we expect at Mickleton.  We aim to avoid serious behaviour problems by encouraging and motivating children to behave appropriately.  If poor behaviour is persistent, a child may be asked to sit in a ‘time out’ area to consider their actions.  Sanctions may be used for serious behaviour problems and at this stage parents will be informed to that we can discuss together how best to encourage good behaviour.  The Head Teacher may also be consulted.   Children are always given the opportunity to explain their actions and to consider the consequences of their behaviour.  We actively model the positive behaviour that we encourage.  
Please do not worry about this area of development.  Children, particularly at this age, like to push the boundaries and it is a natural part of their development.  Whilst we take behavioural issues seriously, we also remember to keep it in perspective and always focus upon the positive aspects.  Should you require more information on our behaviour policy it is available to view in the Nursery corridor.  There are some particularly interesting passages regarding ‘rough’ play and re-enactment of ‘violent’ behaviours.  All are usual in children of this age but should you have any concerns please consult the policy which may offer you some clarity on these issues.  
Working In Partnership with Parents

As parents ourselves we are aware that the first days at nursery or school can often be more daunting and emotional for you than your child!  We make every effort to keep you in touch with your child’s experiences and progress throughout these important first years.

These are the ways in which we do so –

· Taster Sessions & Induction Days – before starting 
· Foundation Stage Prospectus

· Home Visits for F2 – held within the first few weeks of starting school

· Parents information Evenings – Introducing the Foundation Stage

· Reading Meeting (F2)
· Foundation Stage Profile (F2) – feedback on this assessment document at Parent’s Evenings held in both the Autumn and Spring terms

· Annual Report –A copy of your child’s completed profile and general comments at the end of the academic year

· Foundation Stage newsletters and half termly curriculum overview information

· Whole school newsletters
We believe it is very important to share information with one another about your child’s achievements, targets and emotional well-being.  We will let you know of their triumphs along the way verbally or sometimes in their Communication Diary.  Please feel free to use their Diary in the same way or discuss any concerns with us.  Your child will certainly keep you informed of any stickers or certificates received!  We hope that through these various ways we can work together to teach and support your child.
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Admissions and Settling-in Procedures

(Please see the whole school prospectus for Gloucestershire Local Authority standard admission and entry criteria.)
Foundation 1 / Nursery

Foundation 1 admits 16 children per morning and afternoon session.  Admission usually starts the term after the child’s 3rd birthday.  However some flexibility is available with start dates depending upon numbers as well as the amount of sessions. Provision is school term time only.  
Morning session runs from 8:30am to 11:30am

Afternoon session runs from 12:30pm to 3:30pm

We also run a lunch club from 11:30am to 12:30pm. 

It is, therefore, possible to have all day sessions if required.
Four weeks notice must be given to alter sessions previously booked or to terminate your child’s place.  All sessions booked must be paid for regardless of attendance including absence due to illness or holiday during term time.  Payment of fees is payable within two weeks of receiving your nursery invoice.  We are also part of the Government Nursery Funding scheme which entitles you to 5 free sessions per week.  Please discuss this aspect with staff for more details.

Children enter and exit through the separate F1/Nursery entrance in accordance with their sessional times.  Children will be encouraged to self-register however parents will need to sign children in and out on arrival and departure including dates and times.

Prior to starting you are encouraged to visit the nursery for a ‘Taster’ session.  On these visits you are encouraged to come and ‘play’ with your child so that you can share the experience of the new setting.  You will have an opportunity to meet and chat to Staff as well as other Parents and Carers.

Foundation 2 / Reception

Admission to Foundation 2 stands at 15 children each September and children come to us from a variety of pre-school settings within the local area.  Staff attend local cluster meetings with other early years providers and aim to develop close links with other settings to aid transition to school.  We receive comprehensive records and assessments from other settings including the Gloucestershire approved transfer document.  If your Nursery hands you a report or samples of work please do share them with us.

There will be two induction days for Foundation 2 in June/July before your child starts school in September.  At one of these sessions you are encouraged to come and ‘play’ with your child so that you can share the experience of the new setting.  You will have an opportunity to meet and chat to staff and other Parents and Carers.  There will be a range of indoor and outdoor activities, a story and song time and refreshments will be served.  During the second session it is usual for parents to leave children after an initial settling in period.  If you think that your child may find this difficult, please feel free to discuss this with your Foundation teachers.
For the first two weeks of the Autumn term your child will attend school for mornings only – 8:55 – 12:00.  Please collect them directly from the external door of the Foundation 2 classroom.  In the third week, children stay to lunch ~ either a packed lunch or cooked (please see the school office for hot lunch information) ~ and can be collected at 1:30pm.  In week four children will begin full-time in line with the rest of the school starting at 8:55am and finishing at 3:15pm.  Children should be collected from the school playground at the end of the day where they will be led out onto the playground ‘line’. Your child will be encouraged not to leave the line until they have seen you and the class teacher is aware of your presence.  We wish to ensure all children leave with the appropriate adult so please do not encourage your child to run across the playground to you but collect them from the line.

Although your child may have attended full days in their pre-school setting, a full day at school can be over-whelming and very tiring.  We feel that this part-time approach allows your child to familiarise themselves gradually with many new faces, routines and experiences.  It also allows us to make home visits, which are invaluable.  However, we do appreciate that for working parents this part-time start can be problematic so please arrange for your child’s care on these days or speak to staff in Foundation 1 who may be able to offer care if places are available.
The School Day
Gates open:  8:30am – children can be left on the courtyard play ground for supervised care.

8:50am – whistle blown and class teachers collect children for entry into school.  Foundation 2 children can be brought directly into their classroom by parents and Carers until they feel confident enough to enter the playground themselves.

Registration – 9:00am

Snack time – 10:30am

Morning playtime – 10:45 – 11:00am

Lunchtime – 12:20 – 1:20pm

Afternoon playtime – 2:25 – 2:40pm

Home time – 3:15pm
Uniform
F1/Nursery
· Red polo shirts

· Navy blue sweatshirt/cardigan with Nursery logo

· Red sun hats

· PE – navy shorts, t-shirt and pumps in a named draw string bag

· Shoes – Consideration should be given to ease of fastening of shoes particularly with this age group

F2/Reception
· Grey or navy trousers/shorts/skirt/pinafore

· White or blue polo shirt/shirt/blouse 
· Navy blue gingham/striped Summer dress

· Navy blue sweatshirt/cardigan with school logo 
· School coats are also available as are sun hats
· PE – Navy blue shorts, navy t-shirt with school logo, pumps and draw string bag

· Shoes – Trainers are not permitted.  Black/navy plain, substantial shoes are desirable.  Consideration should be given to ease of fastening of shoes particularly by this age group.

PLEASE NAME ALL ITEMS CLEARLY
All items are available through the school office including Foundation 1 (red) & 2 (navy) book bags.
What To Bring…

· PE bag -  with items listed above plus the addition of spare pants and socks in case of accidents!  This will remain in school at all times and will be brought home at the end of each half term for washing.
· Coats – please bring a waterproof coat everyday unless the forecast is very hot.  The children have outdoor play and activities everyday.  Please also provide named hats and gloves for the Winter and a cap or sunhat for the Summer.  Please also administer sun cream in the mornings on hot days prior to attending school.

· Snacks – We are part of the National School Fruit Scheme.  This means that all children in Foundation Stage and Key Stage One will receive a piece of free fruit or vegetable for their morning snack (or afternoon if attending afternoon Foundation 1 sessions).  Children in F1 may also have opportunities to receive bread, biscuits and crackers at snack time. (A small charge may be made to enrich the snack).

 This will be eaten along with their milk during snack time.  Milk is free until your child reaches the age of 5.  You will need to contact the school office for relevant forms dealing directly with the dairy for milk from the age five onwards.  
· Water - Please also ensure that your child brings a filled, named water bottle so that they can enjoy fresh water throughout the day when required. (water only please)

· Comforters and Toys – In the first half term a favourite teddy or whatever comforter your child has, may be helpful but only if absolutely necessary.  Once settled, we ask that no toys or precious items come to school.  We do encourage children to bring items of interest for our topics.  Sometimes a change in routine at home – e.g. new baby or emotional upset – may mean a sudden return to a comforter.  Please inform us of any known change in home life which may cause upset in the knowledge that this will be treated confidentially.
· Plastic Long Sleeved Apron – For: water play, painting and sticking activities. Please label with your child’s name and put a large ribbon through the label so that it can be hung on your child’s peg successfully.  These are available to purchase through the Nursery.
· Book Bags – your child will need a book bag when they start at Mickleton.  Please bring it everyday as it will contain their Communication Diary and all newsletters and information will be sent home in your child’s bag.  These can be hung on pegs for Foundation 1 and placed in the book bag boxes at the door for Foundation 2.
· Medication – If your child is prescribed regular medication by a G.P. please note this on their personal details form and discuss with your child’s class teachers.  If you require a teacher to administer medication, please write a letter of consent, including clear instructions of amounts and times for administration.  This includes asthma medication.  All medication is kept on a high shelf in the classroom cupboards with a list of the children’s conditions to ensure all staff are fully aware.

· Lunch – Children stay for lunch during their third week at school or for Lunch Club in F1.  Hot lunch information is available from the school office and should be booked here.  If your child would prefer a packed lunch please ensure that they bring something savoury.  We will encourage them to eat this first before their pudding.  Please do not include packets of sweets or chocolate bars.  Chocolate biscuits, cakes and crisps are acceptable although we would encourage fruit and yogurt as sweet alternatives to coincide with our healthy eating campaign.  Please also include a drink of the still rather than fizzy variety.  We would recommend water or weak juice without additives as this can affect some children’s afternoon behaviour.  F1 Lunch boxes are stored in the Nursery Kitchen and for F2 children are stored on trolleys as the children enter their classroom at the start of the day.  F2 children eat in the school hall (Foundation 1 separately due to session timings and in the F1 classroom) followed by outdoor play.  If your child is experiencing any difficulties at lunchtime please do not hesitate to discuss with us how we may best facilitate them. 
· Lunch money – Meals are provided at a daily cost of £1.75 and are cooked on site to high nutritional standards.  Please send lunch money in a clearly marked envelope with your child’s name on a Monday morning or start of their weekly session.  Cheques should be made payable to Sodexho.

· No Nut Products – we have children with severe nut allergies and thus no nut products are permitted in school at any time. – your co-operation is greatly appreciated.
· Illness – Should your child become ill during school hours we will endeavour to contact you or persons named on the personal details form as soon as possible.  With the welfare of your child and the other children at school to consider, please do not send your child to school if they have a temperature or if they have had sickness or diarrhoea in the last forty eight hours.
· Accidents – Cuts, bumps and bruises are treated with a cold compress, ice pack, or plaster if necessary as well as plenty of TLC.  In the case of a serious accident you will be contacted immediately.  A member of staff with first aid qualifications will take responsibility until you arrive at school.  If your child has received a heavy head bump you will be informed of the circumstances by letter and the teacher at the end of the school day.
· Toileting – It is preferred that all children are toilet trained prior to starting F1/Nursery however we do appreciate that some children may need support with this area.  Children will always be encouraged to be as independent as possible in this area.  We recommend that all children bring a change of clothes in case of emergencies. (More detailed information in this area of care can be founding our Intimate Care Policy).
· O.F.S.T.E.D – ‘Teaching is particularly effective in the Foundation stage, where the children are given a high degree of independence to learn through well-prepared purposeful play activities’.  Mickleton School was inspected in November 2006 and we are delighted with the very good report we received.  The Foundation Stage team were particularly commended.  If you would like a copy it is available to view at the OFSTED web-site (www.ofsted.gov.uk/inspections) or at the local library.  OFSTED also have a complaints procedure which we have to follow.  If at anytime you have a complaint that you wish to report to OFSTED there is a poster located on the Parent’s Notice Board in the Nursery detailing OFSTED’s contact details.
And Finally…

We hope that you have found this prospectus informative and that it has answered many of the questions that you may have had.  However, if you need clarification on anything at all please do not hesitate to contact your class teacher.

Our aim is to provide an environment in which your child can develop into a creative independent learner.  Where they will be excited and motivated by all the opportunities presented to them and become an active member of the family that is Mickleton School.  We hope that you will relish this journey with us.
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