Monday 16th February
By first thing this morning we had already met the two Head teachers of our schools and the lead teachers who will visit the U.K. What wonderfully friendly people. I can’t wait to visit the schools today.

Having said that, it seemed to take forever to get there. The schools are both quite close to our hotel but the roads were so rough that travelling was a difficult experience, for us and the driver. We went to our school, Siron, first and what a welcome we got. Children were waving and smiling shyly and the staff couldn’t have been more pleased to see us. We were given tea and food at every opportunity and then taken round the school to meet all of the children. In every class the children stood and said good morning. They were also very keen to show us how good their singing was - and it was. I was delighted as I enjoy singing so much myself. There was one little girl who was crying because she was frightened of our skin colour. However, after stroking my arm and running her fingers through my hair she was all smiles.

In the afternoon we visited the other partnership school, Mutamaiyu. This one is set in amongst the arid grasslands and there is virtually no water or food. The school only has four permanent classrooms, the rest are shacks. Even so, the children were delighted to see us and we were welcomed with an assembly in the mid-day heat. Not very good for someone with my skin colour. The Kenyans thought it was warm - I’ll leave it to you to decide whether 35° is warm or just plain hot!

By the time we returned to our hotel we were very tired but happy. Tomorrow we will teach the children in Mutamaiyu school. How exciting.
Tuesday 17th February 

Teaching in Kenya is an experience I will never forget. The teaching resources in each class consist of a blackboard and a text book. There is nothing else so the teacher is the only resource. I was lucky enough to teach Maths, Science, Music and English. The children were so keen to learn and very eager to be taught by a ‘Mzungu’ - white person. They are incredibly well disciplined and have already learned three languages - their tribal language, Kiswahili and English, and some of them are only 3 years old! They said that they enjoyed the lessons and want me to come back but tomorrow I teach at Siron school.

Again I was asked to teach Science - I think the Head teachers have been talking to each other. It was interesting to see the differences in the schools. In both schools the staff were very keen to watch us teach to see what we did. They were most surprised when I produced a game for the children to play. This is apparently not done in Kenya but the children enjoyed it. The children also really enjoyed being visited by ‘Tom Tat’ - the Class 2 teddy. They loved having their pictures taken with him and were even kissing him. They have never seen a teddy before - that certainly made me think. The other thing that I will never forget is a child waiting for ‘the’ pencil to do his work. As a teacher I cannot imagine what that must be like.
Wednesday 18th February
Today we spent the whole day at Siron School. My teaching began with Standard 6 and music. The children loved singing and really enjoyed learning ‘Our God’. They were fascinated to see the video of the Mickleton children singing the same song. I was amazed at the standard of English from the children. They were really good at reading and writing, I had to keep reminding myself that English is their third language.

Dinner with the teachers was very interesting. They gave us boiled arrowroot and bananas. After lunch we were taken on a tour of the village to meet the local parents. Lots of children walked with us; they were very proud to show us their houses. All around the village we could see the devastation caused by the herds of wild elephants. We may think they are beautiful but they are a real nuisance in Kenya.

Thursday 19th February
Today we went to the local market. It was an incredible sight with all of the people in their tribal dress. They looked absolutely stunning although they didn’t want their pictures taken in case we sold them. Eventually one young man allowed us to photograph him. The market was an animal sale as well as a general sale. There were hundreds of goats for sale, what a noise! At the textile market we bought several kangas to show our children. 

In the evening we were taken to view the hippos near the hotel. Our guide had a large stick to ward off any unwanted attentions – I don’t know whether it would have worked against a hippo though! It was wonderful to stand so close to creatures in their natural habitats.

Saturday 21st & Sunday 22nd February
Today was sightseeing. We were taken to Nakuru National Park where we saw flamingos, water buffalo, giraffe and lots of other animals. Seeing them in their natural environment was amazing although it was incredibly hot and dusty. We were sad not to see lions and elephants but it does give us an excuse to go back.
On Sunday we had a lazy morning in the hotel and then met everyone in town to create the partnership agreement. We were all agreed that the focus should be ‘growing and the importance of water’. This will be something that the children in Mickleton can really get interested in.

Monday 23rd February
Today is our last day in Kenya. I am sad to leave but definitely ready to go home. The farewell assemblies in both schools were marvellous. The children had prepared songs, dances and drama productions and both schools gave us necklaces to ‘cement’ our partnerships. It was very emotional sitting in the heat of an African day listening to children singing for us. Certainly something I’ll never forget. Now I feel that we need to think carefully about how to learn about Siron school and support them. We will definitely collect pencils and teddies for them, of that there is no doubt. Our flight is tomorrow night – another eight hours of films. Ah well, at least it’s overnight so we may be able to sleep. I am really looking forward to telling the Mickleton children all about my visit. I bet they’ll be so interested. The Kenyan teachers will return in April. What will they make of England?
